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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1969,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  which 
latter  contains  much  interesting  material  and  detail. 

As  I had  surmised  in  last  year’s  report,  the  drop  in  the 
birth  rate  was  an  unusual  phenomenon  and  the  rate  returned  to  a 
normal  level  this  year.  It  may  well  go  higher  next  year;  it  is 

common  experience  that  new  housing  estates  such  as  at  Greenfield 
tend  to  have  high  birth  rates  for  a year  or  two. 

I am  very  pleased  to  report  the  fourth  successive  year 
without  an  infant  death. 

Under  infectious  disease,  the  impact  of  the  local  epidemic 
of  jaundice  in  the  urban  district  area  is  revealed  in  the  figures. 

The  outbreak  began,  in  Herefordshire,  in  the  rural  area  and  soon 
spread  widely  to  include  the  U.D.C.  area  in  its  scope.  The  outbreak 
followed  its  predictable  course  and  gradually  died  away.  It  is 
probable  that  by  its  end,  a very  high  percentage  of  the  population 
at  risk  had  been  affected.  The  possibilities  of  further  outbreaks 
are  thus  remote.  Otherwise  the  health  of  the  district  remained 
satisfactory. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Arney  for  his  help  and  cooperation 
during  the  past  year. 


G.D.K.  NEEDHAM 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


G.D.K.  NEEDHAM,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Westfield  Walk, 

LEOMINSTER. 

(Telephone:  Leominster  20^+9) 


N.J.  ARNEY,  C.R.S.H. , A.I.A.S.  (Ret'd), 

Building  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector, 
2,  Mill  Street, 

KINGTON. 


(Telephone:  Kington  202) 


STATISTICS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 857 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population  1,900 

Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  ..  . . ..  2.2 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . . 696 

Average  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  ..  0.8 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  2.8 

Rateable  value  ..  ..  „.  £66,217 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . . . £256 


LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

11 

14 

25 

Illegitimate 

2 

- 

2 

13 

14 

27 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year  home  population: 

Comparability  factor:  1.13 

1969 

1968 

1967  1966 

1965 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

14.2 

10.5 

18.4  16,8 

19.3 

” " (Adjusted) 

16.0 

11.9 

20,8  18.9 

21.8 

England  and  Wales 

16.3 

16.9 

17.2  17.7 

18.1 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Per  cent  of  total  live  1 

births : 

Kington  U.D. 

• 

. 7.0 

England  and  Wales 

. 8.0 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

m 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  births: 

1969 

1968 

1967  1966 

1965 

Kington  U.D. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

England  and  Wales 

13.0 

14.3 

14.8  15.3 

15.8 
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INFANT  DEATH  RATES 
Early  Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  - - - 

Illegitimate  - 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  U.D.  . . Nil 

England  and  Wales  ..  10 „0 

Neonatal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  old 

Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  Nil 

England  and  Wales  „.  12.0 


Perinatal  Mortality 

Still  Births  and  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  old 

Males  Females  Total 


Legitimate  - 

Illegitimate 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births: 

Kington  U.D.  ..  Nil 

England  and  Wales  ••  23.0 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females 


Total 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births: 


1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

(Total 

Nil 

Mil 

Nil 

Nil 

28.6 

Kington  U.D.  (Legitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

England  & Wales  (Total 

18.0 

18.3 

18.3 

19.0 

19.0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Total  number  of  Maternal 

Deaths 

• 9 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  1 

births 

: 

Kington  U-.D, 

..  Nil 

England  and  Wales 

* 

• 0 

DEATHS 

Mai- 

ss  Females 

Total 

Total  number  of  deaths  from  all  cause, 

3 l 

16 

19 

35 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

mid-ye; 

ar  home  population 

• 

Comparability  factor:  0.64 

1969 

1963 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Kington  U.D.  (Crude) 

180  4 

17.3 

16,3 

22.1 

16.8 

" M (Adjusted) 

11.8 

9.7 

10.1 

13-7 

9.9 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

11.9 

11.2 

11.7 

11.5 

Cancer 

Males  Females 

Total 

Total  deaths  from  Malignant  Disease: 

3 

1 

4 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

mid-year  home  population 

• 

* 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Kington  U.D. 

2.11 

4.19 

1.05 

5.79 

1.57 

England  and  Wales 

4c 

2.2? 

2.27 

2.23 

2.23 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease 

Males  Females 

Total 

Total  deaths  from  Cardio-Vascular  Disease: 

9 

16 

25 

* figures  not  yet  available 
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Cardio-Vascular  Disease  (Continued) 

Cardio-Vascular  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

home  population: 

1969  1968  1967  1966  1965 

Kington  U.D.  13.16  7* 85  10.53  12.10  10.99 

England  and  Wales  * 6.06  5*77  5.97  5*95 


Respiratory  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

Males  Females  Total 


Total  deaths  from  Respiratory  Disease:  112 


Respiratory  Disease  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid-year 

home  population: 


1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Kington  U.D. 

1.05 

3.66 

1.58 

2.10 

2.09 

England  and  Wales 

* 

1.75 

1.37 

1.60 

l.*fl 

* figures  not  yet  available 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

Other  endocrine  etc.,  diseases 

Hypertensive  disease 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Peptic  ulcer 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Accidents  other  than  motor  vehicle 


Males  Females  Total 


1-1 
1-1 
112 
1 1 

2 2 

7 3 10 

1 1 

2 7 9 

3 3 

-11 
1-1 
1-1 
1-1 
1-1 


16 


19 


35 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - KINGTON  U.D. 


Disease 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Measles 

1 

22 

17 

31 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

2 

- 

3 

Infective  Jaundice 

45 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

“ 

“ 

2 

- 

Tuberculosis : 

Mon-Pulmonary 

- 

- 

1 

1 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  - NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE 


Whooping  Cough 

4 

18 

47 

37 

5 

Measles 

35 

526 

314 

271 

525 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

11 

* 

29 

12 

Acute  Encephalitis: 

Infective 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Post-Infectious 

1 

- 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

106 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

1 

17 

285 

92 

6 

Food  Poisoning 

9 

6 

10 

9 

8 

Tuberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

4 

1 

3 

4 

8 

Non-Pulmonary 

2 

i 

3 

2 

3 

3 

+ Notifiable  from  15.6.68 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  NORTH  HEREFORDSHIRE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1969 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Year 

| 

i Now 

( Notifications 

1 

1 

Total  cases 
on  Register 

Deaths 

Recoveries 

1965 

) 

1 

! 

- 

1966 

! 1 

14 

. 

- 

1967 

l 

i 1 

i 

15 

. 

- 

2 

1968 

1 

i 

! 

12 

- 

- 

1969 

f 

1 M 

• 

i 

12 

- 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males i Females 

1 

Males 

Females 

1 ' ' * 1 1 " ' 1 n 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year: 

! 

5 ! 6 

; 

1 

Nil 

U.-  .... 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  Section  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

No  action  needed  to  be  taken  under  this  section  during  the 


year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  SECTION  OF  REPORT 


GENERAL  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  INSPECTIONS 


Whereas  1969  was  considered  by  many  to  have  been  a Pollution 
Year  (oil  slicks,  rivers,  motor  vehicles)  1970  is  to  be  Conservation 
Year.  Supported  by  25  countries  under  the  guidance  of  the  Council 
of  Europe,  Britain,  under  the  auspices  of  2,000  voluntary  organisations, 
is  to  have  over  1,000  events,  the  aim  of  such  activity  being  the 
dissemination  of  information  and  education  regarding  the  improvement 
and  conservation  of  environment. 

The  central  area  of  Kington  was  constituted  Conservation  Area 
No.  5/1/A  under  the  aegis  of  the  Herefordshire  County  Council, 

The  Maud  Report  attracted  much  attention  during  the  past  year 
but  the  latter  half  was  largely  dominated  by  the  Housing  Act  19&9? 
the  concern  about  environment  being  also  reflected  in  this. 

Public  Health  Offices  continued  to  be  burdened  with 
instructions  from  a multitude  of  Ministries,  but  unfortunately  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  a common  purpose  or  policy. 


i.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  source  of  the  town’s  water  is  a spring  at  Crooked  Well, 
where  it  issues  from  the  living  rock  at  the  foot  of  Bradnor  Hill, 
augmented  as  necessary  from  a nearby  borehole  and  from  loop  mains 
supplying  the  circumscribing  rural  area. 

Some  outlying  properties  are  still  supplied  from  individual 
springs  and  wells. 

The  quantity  has  remained  ample  for  the  town’s  needs  on  the 
whole,  for  drinking  and  dietetic  purposes,  whilst  with  regal'd  to 
quality  it  is  regarded  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  suitable  for  use 
(from  a chemical  point  of  view)  in  a public  supply. 


Results  of  regular  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service  for  bacteriological  examination  are 
summarised  as  under: 


Source 

Total 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Mains  supply 

12 

10 

2* 

Private  supplies 

Nil 

- 

- 

*Repeats  of  these  samples  subsequently  gave  satisfactory  reports. 


Number  of  houses  supplied  direct  from  mains:  712 
Number  of  houses  supplied  via  standpipes:  3 
Number  of  houses  supplied  by  private  undertaking:  1 
Number  of  houses  supplied  by  wells/springs : 8 
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2.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  DRAINAGE 


The  town's  sewage,  which  is  mainly  domestic  in  character, 
gravitates  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  situate  at  the  eastern 
extremity  of  the  district,  whence  it  passes  through  constant 
velocity  grit  channels  and  detritus  screens  and  is  then  pumped 
to  the  sedimentation  tanks  which  remove  suspended  matter. 

Settled  sewage  then  passes  via  a venturi  flume  and  flow 
regulator  to  the  biological  rotary  percolating  filters,  thence 
to  the  humus  tanks,  the  settled  sludge  wherefrom  returns  to  the 
pumping  station:  purified  effluent  being  discharged  to  the  River 
Arrow. 


Raw  sludge  is  pumped  to  sludge  digestion  tanks  which 
reduce  (by  biological  activity  and  removal  of  water)  the  volume. 
Sludge  drying  beds  are  available  for  air-drying  and  draining 
the  digested  sludge , but  these  are  not  utilised  at  the  present 
time. 


Disaster  befell  the  works  in  mid-summer,  about  a quarter 
of  one  of  the  biological  filter  retaining  walls  collapsed  with 
consequential  slump  of  the  filter  media,  and  considerable 
fissuring  of  the  jointing  material  in  both  this  and  the  other 
filter  took  place.  Temporary  remedial  measures  we re  taken 
but  the  operation  of  the  sprinklers  was  not  stopped. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council's  Consulting 
Engineers  prepared  a scheme  for  remedial  works,  and  some 
materials  were  authorised  to  be  ordered. 

Fortunately,  no  nuisance  occurred,  nor  pollution  of 
the  River  Arrow:  the  River  Authority  being  notified. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers:  636 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  satisfactory  private 

disposal  works : 59 

Number  of  houses  using  chemical  or  pail  closets  with 

satisfactory  disposal:  29 

Number  of  houses  using  chemical  or  pail  closets  with 

unsatisfactory  disposal:  Nil 

During  the  year  new  sewers  were  constructed  to  serve  the 
Council’s  new  estate  at  Greenfield,  and  a new  storm  water 
sewer  and  outfall  to  the  Back  Brook  at  the  rear  of  Llewellin 
Road  was  constructed  to  replace  the  existing  unsatisfactory 
soakaway  ditch. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  set  up  a 
working  party  on  Sewage  Disposal  and  a standing  Royal  Commission 
on  Environmental  Pollution  was  also  initiated. 
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3.  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  undertaken 
in  the  urban  area,  business  premises  in  the  town  centre  having 
a bi-weekly  collection. 

Collection  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour,  a driver  - 
cum  - loader  and  anobher  loader  being  employed,  by  means  of 
a kerbside  collection. 

Disposal  is  by  way  of  controlled  tipping  on  obsolete 
sewage  contact  beds.  The  land  for  the  proposed  new  tip  in  the 
rural  area  (referred  to  in  last  year’s  report)  was  acquired 
and  preparatory  steps  were  taken  to  convert  it  into  a suitable 
tip  on  the  lines  of  the  ministerial  model. 


4.  SWIMMING  BATHS 


Two  swimming  baths  are  in  existence,  one  (outdoor)  being 
situated  in  the  grounds  of  the  Lady  Hawkins  Bilateral  School, 
the  other  consisting  of  a learner  type  (indoor)  pool  within 
the  precincts  of  the  County  Primary  School. 

Both  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  chlorinated  piped 
mains  supply,  but  are  in  possession  of  their  own  filtration 
and  treatment  plants,  regular  checks  being  carried  out  by  the 
attendants  to  ensure  a safe  chlorine  residual. 


Samples  taken  from  these  pools  gave  the  following  highly 
satisfactory  results  on  bacteriological  examination: 


Date 

Location 

Coliform 

bacilli 

B.  Coli 
type  1. 

2.7.69. 

County  Primary 

7 

0 

2.7.69. 

Lady  Hawkins 

0 

0 

9.7.69. 

County  Primary 
(repeat) 

0 

0 

5.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

Existing  facilities  consist  of  ladies  and  gents,  conveniences 
at  the  Recreation  Ground,  and  another  at  the  town  centre.  They 
appear  to  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  town. 


6.  RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 


One  of  the  Council's  employees  acts  as  Rodent  Operator  under 
the  Surveyor's  direction,  and  regular  treatment  at  the  Council's 
refuse  tip  is  undertaken. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  (Continued) 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Annual  Report  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 


Properties  other  j Type  of  Property 

than  sewers 

•;  Ncn-Agricul-  ; Agricultural 
■ tural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in 
district 

o 

(\j 

CO 

6 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

| .• 

i j 

33 

, 

. 

| 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

i 

33 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

! 

i ~ i 

- 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

ON 

i — 1 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

i ! 

- 

(ii)  Mice 

■ > 

- 

Sewers 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats 
during  the  year  ? 

NO. 

Pests'  Liason  Committee  for  Herefordshire  and  Worcestershire 
was  formed  during  the  year. 


7.  HOUSING 


It  is  estimated  that  about  28%  of  the  nation's  housing 
stock  is  sub-standard,  but  to  abolish  all  the  houses  in  this 
category  would  be  uneconomical  in  this  area,  and  unacceptable: 
people  want  to  live  in  the  areas  in  which  they  have  been  brought 
up,  which  are  an  essential  part  of  our  national  heritage.  To  quote 
the  Minister  of  Housing  (Shrewsbury,  1970):- 

”T0  SPEND  maybe  £2,000  improving  a house  up  to  a good 
modern  standard  instead  of  spending  £4,000  building 
a new  one  makes  good  social  and  economic  sense" 

In  the  larger  conurbations  many  houses  lack  not  only 
standard  amenities  but  suffer  from  environmental  decay  - traffic 
parking  and  general  ugliness  strangle  many  areas,  but  fortunately 
this  is  not  the  case  in  Kington,  although  it  has  its  traffic 
problems! 
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HOUSING  ''Continued) 

It  was  necessary  to  impose  a closing  order  on  one  house 
which  was  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
another  cottage  was  demolished  because  its  ruinous  and  dilap- 
idated condition  was  detrimental  to  the  amenities  of  its  neigh 
bourhood. 

(b)  Private  Housing 

New  houses  completed  during  the  yecr:  4 

New  houses  under  construction  at  the 

end  of  the  year:  1 

Flats  (provided  by  conversion) 

completed  during  the  year:  3 

(c)  Council  Housing 

The  development  of  the  Council’s  £l/7th  million 
housing  site  at  Greenfield  was  considerably  advanced  during 
the  year  under  review. 

In  the  post-war  era,  this  is  the  most  important 
building  project  embarked  upon  in  the  Town. 

Generally,  the  houses  and  bungalows  use  traditional 
construction  methods  while  the  flats  and  maisonettes  have  load 
bearing  cross  walls  with  tile  hanging,  render  and  plywood 
panels  on  the  curtain  walls  of  the  front  and  rear  elevations, 
all  dwellings  standing  in  an  open  landscaped  setting  which 
forms  an  important  feature. 

One  and  two-bedroomed  bungalows  were  let  by  the  Autumn 
and  the  flats  and  maisonettes  (which  create  a new  skyline  and 
landmark  in  the  neighbourhood)  were  roofed  in  by  the  end  of 
the  year:  some  of  the  three-bedroomed  houses  were  also  handed 
over. 


Twentythree  garages  formed  the  first  instalment,  the 
balance  to  be  built  when  required,  it  being  considered  point- 
less to  erect  further  ones  to  stand  idle  for  long  periods,  and 
as  houses  become  available  batteries  of  them  could  be  erected 
fairly  quickly:  single  and  double  garages  are  to  be  let  with 
the  three-bedroomed  houses  to  which  they  are  contiguous. 

Weather  on  the  whole  was  less  extreme  than  the  previous 
year,  but,  like  most  other  building  sites,  Greenfield  was 
vulnerable  to  inclement  weather  during  the  early  spring:  B.S.T 
also  reacted  to  the  detriment  of  building.  It  is  hoped  that 
relief  from  S.E.T.  will  be  afforded  to  builders  in  1970* 

The  Architect  of  the  Greenfield  Scheme  is  Mr,  Derek  T. 
Preece,  A/A.R.I.B.A.  of  Hereford  and  Ross-on-Wye,  and  the 
Contractors  are  William  Powell  and  Son,  of  Kington. 
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HOUSING  (Continued) 

(d)  Tenancies 

The  "points”  scheme  operated  by  the  Council  in  connection 
with  the  selection  of  tenants  was  revised  during  the  year. 

(e)  Improvement  Grants 

As  mentioned  previously , improvement  grants  appear 
to  be  a cheaper  way  of  providing  satisfactory  housing  than  the 
replacement  of  sub-standard  housing  by  new  building,  and  the  new 
Housing  Act  should  make  a considerable  impact  in  this  direction. 

One  application  for  a standard  improvement  grant  was 
received  during  the  year,  approved  and  the  work  completed. 
Another  was  received  but  withdrawn  under  the  transitional 
procedure,  subsequently  resubmitted  as  for  an  improvement  grant 
and  approved.  Another  application  for  an  improvement  grant  was 
similarly  withdrawn  but  not  resubmitted  by  31st  December.  One 
other  standard  grant  application  was  received  and  approved,  but 
the  work  not  started  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

» Appended  table  indicates  the  comparative  position 
covering  the  past  5 years: 


Year 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

Number  of  grants  approved: 

2 Std. 

1 Imp. 

1 

5 

8 

5 

In  one  case  an  application  was 

i withdrawn 

and  a 

house 

improved  without  grant -aid.  During  the  year  Ministerial  approval 
was  received  in  respect  of  the  plans  and  application  for  the 
modernisation  of  Nos.  1 and  2,  Park  View,  Kington,  tenders 
invited,  the  work  put  in  hand  and  completed.  This  represents 
the  last  of  the  existing  housing  schemes  which  required  to  be 
brought  into  line. 


8.  CARAVAN  SITES 


Only  one  caravan  site  exists  and  this  is  satisfactorily 
maintained,  one  individual  caravan  being  sited  thereon. 

One  non-re sidential  caravan  was  removed  during  the  year 
and  a caravan  was  sited  at  Greenfield  for  the  Site  Agent  for 
which  no  licence  was  necessary. 


9.  THE  AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  & WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1936 

No  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  the  above  which 
relates  to  sanitary  conveniences  on  farms,  but  a television 
interview  with  a farmer  did  nothing  to  enhance  the  image  of 
officials  or  local  authorities  - the  idea  of  a sanitary 
convenience  hitched  to  a tractor  and  'hoiked'  from  field  to 
field  where  the  ploughman  was  in  action  seemed  ludicrous. 


(17) 


10.  CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 


The  removal  of  an  abandoned  vehicle  from  Common  land 
was  achieved  during  the  year  thanks  largely  to  the  cooperation 
of  the  local  police,  but,  again,  the  procedure  laid  down  to 
deal  with  such  cases  seemed  unrealistic  and  possibly  unworkable  - 
by  the  time  all  the  notices  and  information  have  been  sent  out 
it  may  be  too  late  to  bring  wrecks  in  on  their  own  wheels  (if  any). 


H . PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  Section  60 
and 

THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  at  Hotels,  etc. 

Particulars  of  in  sections  of  the  four  principal  hotel 
establishments  which  were  considered  might  come  within  the 
ambit  of  the  above,  were  forwarded  to  the  Fire  Brigade  H.Q., 
but  it  was  considered  that  whilst  three  did  not  appear  to  be 
subject  to  the  section,  it  was  felt  that  improved  means  and 
general  fire  precautions  were  necessary.  Appropriate  action 
was  therefore  taken.  In  the  fourth  case  the  premises  did 
appear  to  be  so  subject,  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 

The  Chief  Fire  Officer  and  his  staff  cooperated  readily. 

The  smog  of  1952  led  indirectly  to  the  Clean  Air 
Act  of  1956,  and  a similar  good  result  may  emanate  from  the 
Boxing  Day  fire  at  the  Saffron  Walden  hotel,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  this  will  not  take  four  years. 


Annual  report  under  Section  60  to  the  Minister  of  Labour 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

.. 

Total 
premises 
registered 
at  the  end 
of  year 



Premises 
receiving 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

. 

..... 

Number 
of  persons 
employed 

Offices 

1 

1 

8 

Retail  shops 

5 

5 

24 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

- 

“ 

Catering  establish- 
ments open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

2 

TOTALS  ! » 8 11  ! 32 

— * — (Males  14 

j (Females  18 


Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  registered  premises:  12 
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12.  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHEH  FOODS 

The  principal  food  premises  in  the  town  are  summarised 


as  follows: 

Dairies  (milk  store)  1 
Slaughterhouse  1 
Butchers  3 
Bakehouses  3 
Public  Houses  12 
Fish  Fryers  2 


Miscellaneous  (restaurant 
kitchens,  stores,  etc)  20 


k2 


inspections  made  . . ^3 

One  bakehouse  was  limewashed  on  request,  a defective 
downspout  repaired  and  a required  notice  provided. 

The  licence  in  respect  of  the  small  local  private 
slaughterhouse  was  renewed  for  a further  12  months  and  three 
slaughtermens'  licences  also  renewed. 

One  notices  an  extension  of  the  fish  and  chip  trade  in 
the  form  of  'take  away'  hot  food  (e.g.  chickens). 

Sampling 

Samples  of  pasteurised  milk  taken  from  the  County  Primary 
School  under  the  'Milk  in  Schools'  scheme  conformed  to  the 
prescribed  tests  on  analysis. 

Four  samples  of  fresh  cream  were  taken  in  connection  with 
a survey  of  this  product,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  whole  of  the 
results  of  this  will  be  collated  and  available  in  the  new  year. 

Food  Inspections 

Small  amounts  of  sundry  articles  of  food  were  examined 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  on  being  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  AND  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

(Continued) 

Meat  Inspection 

Regular  bi-weekly  post-mortem  examinations  of  the 
carcases  and  offal  of  all  home-killed  food  animals  are  made 
at  the  slaughterhouse.  Details  of  the  numbers  killed  and 
inspected  are  as  follows: 


- ...  - - 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

...  - ----  - 

Cows 

Calves 

(incl- 

uding 

stirks) 1 

! 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

1 

i 

1 Pigs 

i 

Number  killed 
and  inspected 

118 

Nil 

: 

2 

(stirks) 

53 

; 

| 319 

i 

f 

All  diseases 
except  Tuber- 

culosis  and 
Cysticerci 

1? 

* 

\ 

i 

\ 

\ 

1 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

: . 

Nil 

Nil 

1 Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

i 

1 

* 5 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

I 

\ 

• 

\ 

\ 

Whole  carcases  or 
part  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  number  of  home  killed  food  animals 


• • 


492 
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13.  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 
Factories  Act,  1961 

Inspections 


■ Number 

Number  of 

on 

' Register 
j 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in 
which  Sec. 1,2, 3, 

4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  L.A. 

! 

I 

i 

! 24 

i 

18 

3 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not 
included  in  (l) 
in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  L.A. 

I 

! 18 

6 

2 

Nil 

1 

(3)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Sec.  7 is 
enforced  by  L.A. 
(excluding  out- 
workers' premises) 

! 

1 

i 

j 

i 

1 

\ 

. 

1 

i 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Total 

j **3 

25 

5 

Nil 

1 ! 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


i 

1 

Cases 

in  which 

defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pros- 
ecutions were 
instituted 

Particulars 

i 

1 

Found : Remedied 

i 

1 

i 

j 

I 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector : Inspector 

. ! 

i 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

i 

2 ! - 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

f 

i - : 1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

_ 

- 

- I 3 

- 

Other  offences  against  * 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork 

* 

J? 

3 

1 1 

! 

i ; 

: 

Old  Railway  Station  Site  f 

Plans  for  the  acquisition  of  the  above  were  advanced  by  the 
Council  with  a view  to  its  possible  development  as  an  industrial 
trading  estate. 

Old  Clothing  Factory  - Church  Hall 

The  Council  considered  to  what  use  this  building  might  be 
put  on  vacation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a plan  requested  from 
the  proprietors  was  awaited. 


